
Below is a curated list of possible Human First Oration topics, intentionally architected to 
be layered, intersecting, and mutually reinforcing across Gender and Human Rights, 
Women’s lived realities, survivor-centered justice, and justice-impacted BIPOC and Indigenous 
communities. Each topic is framed to support keynote-level discourse while remaining adaptable 
to academic, policy, faith-based, or civic audiences. These are not all the topics that there are but 
allows applying Orators an idea of what HF is looking for. 

 

1. The Body as a Human Rights Site 

Period poverty, reproductive autonomy, and the global politics of controlling women’s bodies 
across law, culture, and economics. 

2. Invisible Until It’s Fatal 

Why domestic violence is a predictable human rights failure—not a private tragedy—and how 
early warning systems are routinely ignored. 

3. Blood, Silence, and School Absence 

Menstrual inequity as an educational barrier and its long-term consequences for girls in rural, 
Indigenous, and marginalized communities. 

4. When Survival Is Criminalized 

How women escaping violence become justice-impacted through self-defense laws, coercive 
control, and institutional bias. 

5. Missing Is Not an Accident 

The systemic erasure behind Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) 
and the global patterns that sustain it. 

6. The Cost of Being Believed 

Sexual violence, evidentiary standards, and why survivors—particularly BIPOC women—must 
over-prove their pain. 

7. Gun Violence Is a Gendered Crisis 

Firearms, intimate partner violence, and why domestic gun violence must be treated as a human 
rights emergency. 

8. From Prison Pipelines to Protection Gaps 



How schools, courts, and child welfare systems fail girls long before incarceration ever occurs. 

9. The Myth of the “Strong Woman” 

How resilience narratives silence Black, Indigenous, and immigrant women instead of protecting 
them. 

10. Safety Should Not Depend on Silence 

Why secrecy, shame, and cultural stigma function as tools of gender-based violence. 

11. Justice Without Healing Is Not Justice 

Trauma-informed accountability models for survivors, families, and justice-impacted 
communities. 

12. The Geography of Harm 

Why rural women experience higher rates of period poverty, sexual violence, and service 
inaccessibility—and fewer exits. 

13. Criminal Records, Civil Death 

How justice involvement compounds gendered poverty, custody loss, and economic exclusion 
for women. 

14. Faith, Feminism, and Human Dignity 

Reclaiming spiritual frameworks as protective—not punitive—forces for women and girls. 

15. Data Gaps Are Policy Decisions 

How the absence of gender-disaggregated and race-disaggregated data perpetuates violence and 
invisibility. 

16. The Survivor as an Expert Witness 

Why lived experience must be elevated to policy authority in gender and human rights 
governance. 

17. When the State Fails to Intervene 

Institutional negligence, mandatory reporting failures, and the liability of inaction. 

18. Reentry Is a Women’s Issue 



Why housing, healthcare, and employment pathways for justice-impacted women are human 
rights obligations. 

19. From Mourning to Mandate 

Transforming collective grief—from daughters, sisters, and mothers lost—into enforceable legal 
reform. 

20. Human First Is Not Neutral 

Why neutrality sustains harm, and why gender-responsive, survivor-centered leadership is a 
moral imperative. 

 


